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3 Beloved Brethren, 1 11822 | 
Tax Scripture moveth us in U . 3 i 
thankful to ALMIHTrY Go for every good and hap- 

pineſs we enjoy, and to ſubmit with patience and 
reſignation to his Divine Will, under every affliction 
we ſuffer. We have had occaſions for the exerciſe 


of both theſe duties for fix or ſeven. years paſt; and : Ze 
I have made obſervations, at leiſure, ow _ * . 


ner in which they have been exerciſed. di. 

Your Miniſter of God's word has double laid 
before you the ſtrongeſt motives ariſing from the o- 
caſion; but as ſome of you may have been abſent 


— him, either in perſon, or in a your thoughts, and 
others 


div 
others appear ws have forgotten what hath hen ſaid, 
you will bear with me, I hope, if, with much good-will 
to you, I attempt to ſecond him, by following you, 
and addrefling your hearts at home, on the. i portant 
occaſion now uppermoſt in your minds. 

The unjuſt war in which our King and nation arc 
involved, has produced many new inſtances of wick- 
edneſs, and unheard-of cruelties, in the hearts of our 
enemies, and in conſequence many evils have befallen 
us, and great part of the Chriſtian world. Private 
men, under the ſenſe of ſome of theſe evils, have 
been diſtreſſed, what to think of ſo great, and, as they 
judged, undeſerved calamities; and ſome believers 
in God and a Providence have been perplexed, how 
to anſwer the enemies of Religion, when they ar- 

gued from our troubles, againſt God's righteous go- 
vernment of the world. I have adviſed ſuch as I 
heard uttering this raſhneſs, to wait for the end, and 
fix the hope of That in their minds, againſt ſo impious 
a thought. But my advice was ineffectual, whilſt 
our troubles continued, and our enemy triumphed. 


us, with a truth, experienced by himſelf, that Al- 
« MIGHTY: GOD has bleſt his Majeſty's Arms, in the 
«late duties Wo with a N e over the fleet of the 
4 enemy.” | | 101 | 

My. a Wieden „ on hb old daneben ho 


Providence, led me to the caſe: of the moſt remark- 


able ſufferer, by Divine permiſſion, ' in his woRLDLY 
proſperity, who bore the utmoſt extremes of human 
miſery with patience; was | inſulted by his friends, 
robbed and impoveriſhed, ſuffered pains: almoſt. in- 


tolerable from a nauſeous diſeaſe, which, God be 


praiſed, is unknown to us, under this elimate; and 
yet neither laid violent hands upon himſelf, nor 
doubted the goodneſs, whilſt he felt the power, of God; 
and was at laſt delivered from all his miſery, and re- 

ſtored to more than his former proſperity, by expreſs 


Divine appointment. This we are told in the fineſt 


poem, and you may read it in the book of Job. © 


J thall not enter into any diſpute about the age of 


the book. I ſhould refer you to the learned for that, 


At laſt a brave Admiral has ſent an expreſs to tell 


if : 
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if T thought it worth your enquiry, for they differ in 
opinion about it. But I believe, that there was ſuch 
a man, ſo upright, ſo miſerable, and ſo patient; 
ſhall ſtate to you, in few words, the moral and 
religious merits of holy Job, his ſufferings, his pa- 


and hor private men in diſtreſs, and an anfwer to the 
Chriſtians, who were perplexed by God's permiſſion 
of our public troubles from ſuch hands; and to the 
unbelievers, who had already ſaid in their hearts, 
«© There is no God, and | ——— 10 
I have ſtated this e man's external condi- 
tion and diſtemper, from holy Scripture. But he 
ſuffered, beſides, inward miſery from the friends who 
came to comfort him, and were all prepoſſeſſed with 
an opinion, which he knew to be falſe, and could 


not in conſcience aſſent to, that God never ſuffered 
any but the moſt wicked ſinners to be ſo ſeverely 
afflicted. He felt his miſery, and was not conſci- 


ous of any remark They having none to 
charge him with, pleaded tak his ſufferings were an 


evidence 


, and his recovery. It was a leſſon for nations, 


„ . 
dee of ſecret guilt. He pense in 55 eg 
his innocence; and they, being ſincere in their error, 
adviſed: him to repent. In the midſt of this torment, 


internal and external, when both ſides grew warm 


and unguarded in the debate, God himſelf is repre- 
ſented to have — for the deliverance of the 
unhappy man from ſuch various trouble. The warm 


miſtaken. friends were diſmiſſed with a cenſure, not 
_ able to diſpute the deciſion of the Almighty, 


1 Job was reſtored wonderfully to his health, his 


country; 5 his family, „and an accumulated wealth, 
which he lived to enjoy many years. o 


This is a hiſtory, which the Providence of God f 


laid before mankind, very early, in a world which 


would exhibit to their view; and inflict upon their 
feelings, a variety of diſpenſations, all tending to 
accompliſh ſome n and er e of mn 


dence. 4 


Now, my good Fü and fellow Chriflans; let 


us apply this inſtructive ſtory to what has happened 
to 8 and a great * of Europe, for ſome years paſt. 
Our 


7 
© 4. #4 „ 
2—— 2 — — —— 


2 
. r i 
— — ae 


— — 
—— 


— 2 hes 


* OUR WIS ts re — 2 a 0 — 
* 1 22 - — — OI; —— — 


a 3 ha, 
—y — 
— — 


Our fears and doubts about a Divine Providence aroſe 
from our 1 gnorance, and a concern for our WORLDLY 
proſperity. I therefore choſe to ſtate to you the caſe 

of Job, as he was ruined and at the point of death. 
We have been tormented with apprehenfions of 
danger from a ſyſtem of robbery, murder, anarchy, | 
irreligion, and a complication of every evil under the 
ſun, erected againſt all regular governments, and all 
quiet, induſtrious ſubjects, in countries well cultivated, 
and ſome of them inacceſſible by any but by an armed 
multitude of deſperate men. The conſpirators pre- 
tended to be equal in rank to their governors, and wiſer 
than any laws human and divine. They promiſed 
liberty to the ignorant and affluence to the needy; 
and made uſe of theſe inſtruments, to overturn the 
national religion, plunder the property of the church, 
degrade and impoveriſh the nobility and gentry, and 
at laſt to ſeize the perſons of the King and his Royal 
Family, to murder him and his beloved Queen, and 
his pious Siſter, UNMERCI FULLY, as if there were no 
God in Heaven, nor any power on earth, to withſtand 
: them « 
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tem, and PUBLICLY, as ir there was not a ee 


who had ſworn allegiance. 0 
Oz nation, however, appeared to Wen to Aer 


the whole of their ſavage iniquity, and we had the 


honour to be that nation. Againſt us, therefore, they 
directed their diabolical malice, by pointing the be- 
ginning of ſorrows, a declaration of war, againſt our | 
Sovereign, on the ſuppoſition, that he and his people 


to prepare the minds of their own people for a bloody 


war, they firſt committed ſuch domeſtic violences, to 


with amazement, and ſoon turned our minds from 


commerce to war. We, were alarmed by threats of 


an invaſion, which might, without reſiſtance, have 
proved fatal to our Conſtitution, to our wealth, and to 


from 


our lives. For what quarter could we expect 


robbers and murderers, who had ſuddenly: turned 
the politeſt nation into a body of mere ſavages, more 
ſo, than any we have read of in ancient or modern 
hilory', The war , therefore, big with the danger 
ig B of 


1 
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of becoming uncommenly/ pins and ae 
deſtructive. Js 

_ Whilſt we were cp ns it ich all the Giri 

| dich. our alarm had left us, we fell into another 


calamity, reſulting from it. The great demand for 
the maintenance of our forces by ſea and land, ſuc- 
ceeding to an unfavourable harveſt, diſpirited us, un- 
der a raſh apprehenſion of being reduced to want, 
which alone has ſometimes produced dangerous in- 
ſurrection. But the wiſdom of our Governors re- 
lieved us under this fear, and the Providence of 
ALmicury Gon removed it ee oy a plentiful 
harveſt. ook bs ieee, 

We now Je me encoura _ to proceed 
with vigour, when, unexpectedly, in the next year, 
a peſtilence befel us not a conta gious one to our 
bodies, but a more formidable contagion to the minds 
of ſome of thoſe men, who were neceſſary inſtru- 
ments of our defence a mutiny in a ſmall part of 
our navy, which might have ſpread ſo rapidly, as to 
render our beſt endeavours ineffectual. The ſecret 
1 prayers 
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_ prayers: of good men, who forefaw the extent of this 
evil, and the wiſe meaſures of our Sovereign, of his 
circumſpect Counſellors, and faithful Office ny ſhops * 
ped the contagion from fpreading far. 
The enemy being thus diſappointed i in their de- 
ſigns againſt our King and nation, made amuſing 
offers of peace, which could not be accepted, without 
ſlavery on our part; and then turned their miſchiev- 
ous projects to a new and remote object, to ſet up a 
Republic in Eœvyr, where, forgetting or diſbelieving 
the wonders of God, in delivering his peculiar people 
from oppreſſion, they erected their ſtandard, and of- 
fered motives to the ſubjects of that Government for 
rebelling againſt their lawful Governors: The hand 
of God led the arms of our Soverei gn thither, and 
we now rejoice at the Victory which enſued, and 
which may, we humbly hope, produce a laſting Peace. 
T' his ſhort and imperfect view of our ſufferings, and 
the end of them, ſeems ſufficient to apply our hearts 
unto Wis pou--that is, to the fear of the Lord, which 
is the beginning of wiſdom; to a devout ſubmiſſion 


to 


== 
to all his diſpenſations, how formidable ſve 


ver; to a 


profound gratitude to him, which is very conſiſtent 


with a reaſonable joy; and to a firm reſolution to 
become henceforward the faithful ſervants of our 
Almighty eee in whom we vez!" and move, 
and have our being. 5 0 Ries 
I ham ſenſible, re is a much greater example of 
patience, than Job. He came down from Heaven 
for our ſakes, and underwent all the humiliations our 


nature is capable of, to offer /a full ſacrifice for the 
ſins of the world. We bleſs and adore him daily for 


his ineſtimable love. But Job's diſtreſs was more 
like that which we apprehended and eſcaped lately. 
It was the loſs of all his woRLDLY happineſs, which 
neither he nor his friends knew how to account _ 
till God himſelf explained it. 

For God's ſake and your own, I ech you, my 
dearly beloved Brethren, to expreſs your joy chiefly, 


by Thankfulneſs to the hand from which you have 


received the mercy. I do not, like the friends of the 


 HJGIPPY, patient man, whoſe caſe I have been re- 


nns 
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enen g to your attention, ch arge our ſufferi: ngs 
intirely to our fins. They appear to roba in gr * 
meaſure from the horrible fins of our enemies; but 
we may learn from them, that the righteous judg- 


ments of God will be vindicated: at laſt, and are not 


ſubje&s of murmuring or deſpair, but of humble 


- 
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_ admiration and patience; at all times, and in all caſes.” 
Our reaſon is much too proud, when it ſits in 
oe upon the ways of Heaven. We cannot ſee far 
before us, into the remote effects of a preſent painful 
caſe. Have patience with your God. whe will clear 
up all our doubts in his own time, and in his on 
unerring effectual manner. Hear Fog ik of: the 
great ſufferer Jos: <©* God underſtandeth the way of 
« wiſdom, and he knoweth the place thereof; and 
% unto man he ſaith, Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
„that is wiſdom, and to depart. m 0 thät is 
a "ning (chap. xxviii.) Mug av gots 
Ohl that we were all polleſſed of ine and 
| win underſtanding, in the firſt place! The world 


will find e for our neee in other 
FTE: e NC N 
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ee But this of fearing God, * e "IR 
evil, is underſtanding in the firſt and higheſt ſenſe. 
You mink have heard this often. If you have ever 
forgot it, let the laſt fix or ſeven years impreſs it 
deeply upon your minds. I do not reproach you 
with that forgetfulneſs. It is natural to frail and ſin- 
ful creatures. But it is unbecoming creatures to 
when God * revealed his will, his wenks and his 

0 not hah a a Fw us his e with 
our eyes open, and our hearts apparently full of j joy in 
the God of our Salvation. He hath now proſpered 
us, and covered our Navy in a day of battle. He 
will, we truſt, continue to protect us, if we act up to 
the truth of Our condition 5 by N confeſſing our own 
weakneſs, and his Almighty Power. poder 
An earthquake is a natural event. But the ſtouteſt 
among us would look up to God in the inſtant of an 
earthquake. I remember a general piety under an 
apprehenſion of it. And are war, famine, and peſti- 
len leſs to be dreaded than an earthquake, or the 


deliver- 


1 


re init: them leſs: to be © hoped for from. the 8 
hand of God? 6 


Let us be wiki in time, inflruQted a8 eee 


late proſperous event. Let us recollect, when we 
exult in our might, on how many contingencies it 
depends, and that our thankſgiving to God would be 
vain-boaſting, if we did not believe in our carts, | 
that Hs, the Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of 
the World, can alone give wiſdom to the rulers, and 
fortitude to the defenders, of ſo complex and intri- 
cate a machine, as the beſt governed ſlate, the wiſeſt 
Conſtitution, and the moſt tremer dous forces. 
I truſt, you will take this Letter in good part 94 
can have no other object than it profeſſes to dif= 
poſe a people ſo ſignally bleſſed, to become as zeal- 


ous of good works, as hens are of national | wealth 1 


and nee eee ee e dds. 
in. i 755 * Cour bub bumble Miniſter, 2 
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